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The Impact of Early Childhood Hubs 

Evidence Summary 

 

Introduction 

Australia’s early childhood service system is complex and siloed, meaning that children and families, 
especially those experiencing socioeconomic disadvantage and hardship, are unable to access the 
supports they need to thrive. Those most likely to benefit are generally the least likely to access high-
quality early years services1.  

Integrated service delivery has the potential to overcome these barriers and can respond holistically 
to child and family needs2. By bringing together education, health, family support, and community 
services, integrated models enable a 'one-stop-shop' that can address the diverse needs of families 
in a coordinated way. This is particularly valuable for families3 who often face multiple, complex 
challenges that require support across different domains.  

Beyond Australia, several other parts of the world have introduced integrated models for children and 
their families, including Canada, Chile, and the United Kingdom4.  

 

Early Childhood Hubs (ECHs) 
 
Early Childhood Hubs (ECHs) are a leading integrated model that can fill a major gap in the current 
early years landscape5. ECHs provide access to integrated, high-quality early learning services, 
developmental checks and child health services, family and parenting supports, allied health and 
other early intervention supports, as well as providing a space where children and families can come 
together to build social networks. They are configured to overcome many barriers to accessing and 
participating in early education and care (ECEC), outreaching to families and building trust, 
identifying and redressing developmental concerns and supporting families. 

Integration within ECHs depends on what many refer to as ‘the glue’ or integration enablers: the 

people, systems, relationships and infrastructure that holds integration efforts together behind the 

scenes6. The “glue” includes trusted relational roles (like community facilitators or navigators), joint 

governance structures, shared referral pathways, and flexible funding that can respond to local 

contexts. Without intentional investment in these enablers, even co-located services risk operating in 

silos.  

There are many types of ECHs, including hubs on school sites and hubs run by Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Community Controlled Organisations (ACCOs).  

Evaluations have been undertaken across a range of Australian and international models that show 
significant impact of ECHs, in particular on delivering positive outcomes for children and families. 
Observations from practitioners and families attending ECHs further demonstrate the positive 
impacts of the model. There is, however, a need to continue investing in building this evidence base 
both to support their effectiveness and impact and build the case for scale. 
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This brief provides an overview of the key findings related to the efficacy of ECHs, including: 

• Increased access to support for children and families, and referrals to other services 

• Faster identification of developmental vulnerability 

• Improved school readiness and transition 

• Improved child health outcomes and educational outcomes 

• Reduced hospitalisations, youth crime and removals into statutory care, and improved 
outcomes related to child safety and protection 

• Improved collaboration between practitioners from different sectors 

• For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, increased proportion of children getting 
age-appropriate health checks and increased participation of children who had previously not 
engaged with ECEC 

• Return on investment, including significant social benefits. 

 

Evidence: Supporting increased access to, engagement with and quality 
of services 

Evaluations of ECH models have demonstrated their ability to increase families’ access to support 
through services provided at hubs, and referrals to services such as child health and early 
intervention7. In addition, ECHs can support faster identification of developmental vulnerability, 
increased uptake of referrals and improved child health outcomes8. Research on integrated models 
such as ECHs shows that collaboration between practitioners from different services improves the 
quality of coordinated support provided. Shared professional development and regular 
communication enable a transdisciplinary approach that is responsive to each family's unique context 
and priorities. Families experience more seamless support when services work together behind the 
scenes9. 

Integration also facilitates access and engagement. Co-locating services in familiar, convenient 
community settings reduces practical barriers for families, such as transport, with families able to 
keep multiple appointments in one location. Offering 'soft entry' points (such as playgroups or drop-in 
sessions) and informal pathways alongside formal services helps build trust and relationships with 
vulnerable families who may be reluctant to engage with the service system10. 

Outside of Australia, research evaluations of integrated early years services have identified early 
identification of developmental issues and improved referral pathways11, easier access to services12 
and reduced demand for later costly ‘curative’ therapies due to early intervention13. There is also 
evidence for these models supporting increased service collaboration14 and more opportunities to 
promote preventative practices15. 

 



 

        © Social Ventures Australia Limited, 2025 Page 3 

Evidence: Supporting children’s health, wellbeing and development 

outcomes, as well as stronger families and communities 

Evaluations of ECH models have shown their ability to bring about a reduction in hospitalisations16, 
youth crime17 and removals into statutory care, as well as support improved outcomes related to child 
safety and protection18. In addition, ECHs can help support:  

• improved parent-child relationships19,  

• improved school readiness and transition, and  

• improved educational outcomes20.  

ECHs have also measured participating families’ improved feelings of belonging and engagement in 
communities, contributing to overall improved quality of life21. Local integration of early years services 
contributes to stronger, more cohesive communities.22 When families connect with one another in 
welcoming spaces they can connect, learn and access support together, building resilience and 
feeling a greater sense of belonging. Schools can act as community hubs that link families to a wider 
web of local supports and opportunities23. 

International research has similarly identified benefits of models in other countries such as better 
child outcomes across developmental domains by five years of age24 and improved navigation of the 
transition from childcare to school25. Studies have demonstrated that these models can support 
improved home learning environments26, positive engagement among parents facing additional 
adversity27, and a reduced proportion of children in statutory care28. Overall, these models bring 
about an increased sense of belonging for families new to an area29 and better community cohesion, 
which positively impact the wellbeing of parents as well as their young children30. 

 

Evidence: Support for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander integrated early years centres operate as ECHs and have 
existed in Australia for several decades. The centres play an integral role in building and 
strengthening the community and focus on addressing the needs of children and families in a context 
of cultural safety that actively respects and promotes Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander identity. 
They are connected and trusted by their communities and part of efforts to close the gap31. 
Evaluations of one model, Aboriginal Child and Family Centres (ACFCs), found that they provide high 
quality and cost-effective early childhood education to Aboriginal children in a trusted, culturally safe 
environment. Furthermore, they are delivering early outcomes for Aboriginal children, families, and 
communities across the Human Services Outcomes Framework, particularly in education, health, 
social and community and empowerment32. ACFCs are effective in connecting with more 
marginalised parts of the communities, with estimates from four NSW-located ACFCs indicating that 
78% of children accessing early learning at the centres had not accessed early learning services 
previously33.  

See further the work of SNAICC – National Voice for Our Children, the peak body for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children, which conducts significant policy, research and advocacy for a strong 
and sustainable Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community-controlled sector. 
 

Evidence: Economic benefit of ECHs  

Several research studies have attempted to calculate the return on investment of ECHs. A 2024 
evaluation of The National Community Hubs Program (NCHP), a place-based and people-centred 
way of building connections and social and economic capital within culturally and linguistically diverse 
communities, found that the program provided $65.7 million in social benefits for Australia.34 This was 
valued as a social return of $3.50 for every $1 invested in the program. And a 2022 breakeven 
analysis of The Benevolent Society’s (TBS) Early Years Places in Queensland explored how 

https://www.snaicc.org.au/


 

        © Social Ventures Australia Limited, 2025 Page 4 

engagement with the service could reduce early school-leaving was needed to break even35. Data 
limitations prevented a comprehensive cost-benefits analysis and TBS indicated aspirations for a 
second phase with additional data to complete this important work.  

International studies have also attempted to calculate the return on investment of programs. For the 
UK’s Sure Start hubs, every £1 of net spending could eventually generate around £11 in benefits for 
the children who attended36. 

 

Conclusion 

This evidence demonstrates the value in supporting the expansion of ECH models across Australia 
and embedding them within our child and family systems, especially in areas of high socioeconomic 
disadvantage. Ongoing research in this area will continue to build the strength of this case and 
advocacy for increased commitment to the strengthening and scaling of these initiatives.  

To learn more about SVA’s work in the early years, including on the ECH model, visit: 
https://www.socialventures.org.au/about/programs/nurture-together/  

 
 

 

 

 

  

https://www.socialventures.org.au/about/programs/nurture-together/


 

        © Social Ventures Australia Limited, 2025 Page 5 

References 

 

1 Tayler, C. (2016). The E4Kids study: Assessing the effectiveness of Australian early childhood education and care programs. Overview of 
findings at 2016. October. https://education.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/2929452/E4Kids-Report-3.0_WEB.pdf 

2 Burton, J. (2012). Integrated service delivery for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and families. SNAICC – National Voice for 
our Children, Victoria. https://www.snaicc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/120301_8_Integrated-Service-Delivery-Paper.pdf 

3 Cumming, T.M., Strnadová, I., Boaden, N., Dew, A., Athanassiou, U. and Dowse, L. (2022). 
Policy Context for Transitions to Adulthood Experienced by Young People with Complex Support Needs: Australian Federal and State 
Perspectives. Child & Youth Services, pp.1–20. https://doi.org/10.1080/0145935x.2022.2134111; McArthur, M., & Thomson, L. (2011). 
Families' views on a coordinated family support service. Family Matters, (89), pp. 71-81. https://aifs.gov.au/research/family-matters/no-
89/families-views-coordinated-family-support-service  

4 Cahill, R. (2024). Key features of the early years systems in a selection of Australia’s international peers: early years scoping paper to the 
Australian Department Of Social Services. Life Course Centre Working Paper Series (2024-33). Institute for Social Science Research, The 
University of Queensland. DOI: 10.14264/f14f0bd 

5 Moore, T.G. (2021). Developing holistic integrated early learning services for young children and families experiencing socio-economic 
vulnerability. Prepared for Social Ventures Australia. Parkville, Victoria: Centre for Community Child Health, Murdoch Children's Research 
Institute, The Royal Children’s Hospital. https://www.rch.org.au/uploadedFiles/Main/Content/ccch/images/SVA-Evidence-Review-paper-
B.pdf  

6 Dandolopartners (2024). Integration in early years services: Learnings for impact. Prepared for Social Ventures Australia. 

https://www.socialventures.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Integration-in-early-years-services-final-report-6.9.24.pdf  

7 Deloitte (2024). Community Hubs Australia: Social return on investment evaluation of the National Community Hubs Program, 2023. 
March. https://www.communityhubs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Full-report-2023-SROI-National-Community-Hubs-Program.pdf 

8 Hopwood, N. (2018). Creating Better Futures: Report on Tasmania’s Child and Family Centres. UTS School of Education. 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a13bc2aaeb62559b9c7b21e/t/5c04da21575d1f312eafb455/1543821953254/Hopwood+CFC+Repo
rt+2018.pdf; TBS (2022). Impact Report: TBS Early Years Places in Queensland, prepared for The Benevolent Society by Social 
Outcomes. https://www.benevolent.org.au/get-involved/early-years-places-impact-measurement-framework; Department for Levelling Up, 
Housing and Communities (2023). Ten years of Supporting Families: Supporting Families programme Annual Report 2022-23, Presented 
to Parliament 8 March 2023 pursuant to Section (3) 6 of the Welfare Reform and Work Act 2016.  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1140924/Supporting_Families_Annual_
Report_2023.pdf; Lord, P., Kinder, K., Wilkin, A., Atkinson, M. and Harland, J. (2008). Evaluating the Early Impact of Integrated Children's 
Services: Round 1 Summary Report. Slough: NFER.  

9 Olson, J. R., Benjamin, P. H., Azman, A. A., Kellogg, M. A., Pullmann, M. D., Suter, J. C., & Bruns, E. J. (2021). Systematic review and 
meta-analysis: Effectiveness of wraparound care coordination for children and adolescents. Journal of the American Academy of Child & 
Adolescent Psychiatry, 60(11), 1353–1366. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jaac.2021.02.022;  Barraclough, F., Smith-Merry, J., Stein, V. and Pit, 
S. (2021). Workforce Development in Integrated Care: A Scoping Review. International Journal of Integrated Care, 21(4), p.23. doi: 
https://doi.org/10.5334/ijic.6004  
 
10 Eber, L., Hyde, K., & Suter, J. (2011). Integrating wraparound into a schoolwide system of positive behavior supports. Journal of Child 
and Family Studies, 20(6), 782–790. https://nwi.pdx.edu/pdf/JCFS-8-SchoolwideSystem-EberHydeSuter.pdf; Harbin, G. L., McWilliam, R. 
A., & Gallagher, J. J. (2000). Services for young children with disabilities and their families. In J. P. Shonkoff & S. J. Meisels (Eds.), 
Handbook of early childhood intervention (pp. 387–415). Cambridge University Press. https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511529320.020; 
Maier, A., Daniel, J., Oakes, J. & Lam, L. (2017). Community Schools as an Effective School Improvement Strategy: A Review of the 
Evidence. Learning Policy Institute, Palo Alto, CA. https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/product/community-schools-effective-
schoolimprovement-report; Schurer Coldiron, J., Bruns, E.J. and Quick, H. (2017). A Comprehensive Review of Wraparound Care 
Coordination Research, 1986–2014. Journal of Child and Family Studies, 26(5), pp.1245– 1265. doi: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-016-
0639-7 
 
11 Corter, C., Bertrand, J., Pelletier, J., Griffin. T., McKay, D., Patel, S. & Ioannone, P. (2007). Toronto First Duty Phase 1 final report: 
Evidence-based understanding of integrated foundations for early childhood.  
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/237398286_Toronto_First_Duty_Phase_1_final_report_Evidencebased_understanding_of_integr
ated_foundations_for_early_childhood  
 

12 HMG (2021). The Best Start for Life – The Early Years Healthy Development Review Report 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/605c572b8fa8f545d23f8a73/Early_Years_Report.pdf  

13 Joronen, K., Hastrup, A., Nieminen, S., Rantanen, A. & Pelkonen, M. (2022). Family centres in Finland – a new integrated service model 
for families with children and adolescents. Poster Abstract in International Journal of Integrated Care, 8 April. 
https://ijic.org/articles/10.5334/ijic.ICIC21141    

14 HMG (2021). The Best Start for Life – The Early Years Healthy Development Review Report 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/605c572b8fa8f545d23f8a73/Early_Years_Report.pdf  

https://education.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/2929452/E4Kids-Report-3.0_WEB.pdf
https://www.snaicc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/120301_8_Integrated-Service-Delivery-Paper.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/0145935x.2022.2134111
https://aifs.gov.au/research/family-matters/no-89/families-views-coordinated-family-support-service
https://aifs.gov.au/research/family-matters/no-89/families-views-coordinated-family-support-service
https://www.rch.org.au/uploadedFiles/Main/Content/ccch/images/SVA-Evidence-Review-paper-B.pdf
https://www.rch.org.au/uploadedFiles/Main/Content/ccch/images/SVA-Evidence-Review-paper-B.pdf
https://www.socialventures.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Integration-in-early-years-services-final-report-6.9.24.pdf
https://www.communityhubs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Full-report-2023-SROI-National-Community-Hubs-Program.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a13bc2aaeb62559b9c7b21e/t/5c04da21575d1f312eafb455/1543821953254/Hopwood+CFC+Report+2018.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a13bc2aaeb62559b9c7b21e/t/5c04da21575d1f312eafb455/1543821953254/Hopwood+CFC+Report+2018.pdf
https://www.benevolent.org.au/get-involved/early-years-places-impact-measurement-framework
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1140924/Supporting_Families_Annual_Report_2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1140924/Supporting_Families_Annual_Report_2023.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jaac.2021.02.022
https://doi.org/10.5334/ijic.6004
https://nwi.pdx.edu/pdf/JCFS-8-SchoolwideSystem-EberHydeSuter.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511529320.020
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/product/community-schools-effective-schoolimprovement-report
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/product/community-schools-effective-schoolimprovement-report
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-016-0639-7
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-016-0639-7
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/237398286_Toronto_First_Duty_Phase_1_final_report_Evidencebased_understanding_of_integrated_foundations_for_early_childhood
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/237398286_Toronto_First_Duty_Phase_1_final_report_Evidencebased_understanding_of_integrated_foundations_for_early_childhood
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/605c572b8fa8f545d23f8a73/Early_Years_Report.pdf
https://ijic.org/articles/10.5334/ijic.ICIC21141
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/605c572b8fa8f545d23f8a73/Early_Years_Report.pdf


 

        © Social Ventures Australia Limited, 2025 Page 6 

 

15 Joronen, K., Hastrup, A., Nieminen, S., Rantanen, A. & Pelkonen, M. (2022). Family centres in Finland – a new integrated service model 
for families with children and adolescents. Poster Abstract in International Journal of Integrated Care, 8 April. 
https://ijic.org/articles/10.5334/ijic.ICIC21141    

16 Cattan, S., Conti, G., Farquharson, C. Ginja, R. & Pecher, M. (2021). The health impacts of Sure Start. The Institute for Fiscal Studies 
https://ifs.org.uk/sites/default/files/output_url_files/BN332-The-health-impacts-of-sure-start-1.pdf 

17 Carneiro, P., Cattan, S. & Ridpath, N. (2024). The short- and medium-term impacts of Sure Start on educational outcomes. The Institute 
for Fiscal Studies. https://ifs.org.uk/sites/default/files/2024-04/SS_NPD_Report.pdf 

18 TBS (2022). Impact Report: TBS Early Years Places in Queensland, prepared for The Benevolent 
Society by Social Outcomes. https://www.benevolent.org.au/get-involved/early-years-places-impact-measurement-framework  
 
19 Hopwood, N. (2018). Creating Better Futures: Report on Tasmania’s Child and Family Centres. UTS School of Education. 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a13bc2aaeb62559b9c7b21e/t/5c04da21575d1f312eafb455/1543821953254/Hopwood+CFC+Repo
rt+2018.pdf  
 
20 Taylor, C. L., Jose, K., van de Lageweg, W. I., & Christensen, D. (2017). Tasmania’s child and family centres: a place-based early 
childhood services model for families and children from pregnancy to age five. Early Child Development and Care, 187(10), 1496–1510. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/03004430.2017.1297300; Hopwood, N. (2018). Creating Better Futures: Report on Tasmania’s Child and Family 
Centres. UTS School of Education. 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a13bc2aaeb62559b9c7b21e/t/5c04da21575d1f312eafb455/1543821953254/Hopwood+CFC+Repo
rt+2018.pdf; NCOSS (2025). Mirrung Impact Report 2024. https://www.ncoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/NCOSS1005-Mirrung-
Impact-Report_web.pdf Our Place (2023). In principle assessment of the Our Place approach and its potential impact. November. 
https://ourplace.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/in-principle-assessment-of-the-our-place-approach-and-its-potential-impact.pdf  
 
21 Deloitte (2024). Community Hubs Australia: Social return on investment evaluation of the National Community Hubs Program, 2023. 
March. https://www.communityhubs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Full-report-2023-SROI-National-Community-Hubs-Program.pdf 
 
22 Teo, I., Mitchell, P., van der Kleij, F., Dabrowski, A. (2022). Schools as Community Hubs Literature Review. Australian Council for 

Educational Research. https://research.acer.edu.au/tll_misc/35/ 
23 Cleveland, B., Chandler, P., Backhouse, S., Clinton, J., McShane, I., Newton, C. (2020). Building Connections for Community Benefit. 
Proceedings of Schools as Community Hubs International Conference 2020. University of Melbourne - Melbourne School of Design. 
Accessed from https://minerva-access.unimelb.edu.au/items/f368b38f-67d4-5716-ab4cfd901f35b742;  Maier, A., Daniel, J., Oakes, J. & 
Lam, L. (2017). Community Schools as an Effective School Improvement Strategy: A Review of the Evidence. Learning Policy Institute, 
Palo Alto, CA. https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/product/community-schools-effective-schoolimprovement-report; Press, F., Sumsion, J. & 
Wong, S. (2012). Integrated Early Years Provision in Australia. National Professional Support Coordinators Alliance. 
https://researchoutput.csu.edu.au/ws/portalfiles/portal/8845093/Wong_2012_Early%20childhood%20professionals.pdf; Sanjeevan, S, 
McDonald, M, and Moore, T. (2012). Primary Schools as Community Hubs: Literature Review, Centre for Community Child Health. 
Accessed from 
https://www.communityhubs.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/2017/10/Primary_Schools_as_Community_Hubs_Literature_Review_Jul_12.pdf  
 
24 Corter, C., Bertrand, J., Pelletier, J., Griffin. T., McKay, D., Patel, S. & Ioannone, P. (2007). Toronto First Duty Phase 1 final report: 
Evidence-based understanding of integrated foundations for early childhood.  
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/237398286_Toronto_First_Duty_Phase_1_final_report_Evidencebased_understanding_of_integr
ated_foundations_for_early_childhood  
 
25 Yau, M. (2009). Parenting and Family Literacy Centres: Making a Difference beyond Early School Readiness. Toronto, ON: Toronto 
District School Board.  www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/research/docs/reports/PFLC%20Phase3FinalV2.pdf  
 
26 Standord, M. (2023). The Supporting Families Programme: A rapid evidence review. What Works for Early Intervention and Children’s 
Social Care. http://www.eif.org.uk/report/the-supporting-families-programme-a-rapid-evidence-review; Arimura, T & Corter, C. (2010). 
School-based integrated early childhood programs: impact on the wellbeing of children and parents. Ideas Article, Spring.  
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/265303789_Universal_Schoolbased_Integrated_Early_Childhood_Services_Impact_on_the_Well
-_Being_of_Parents_and_Their_Young_Children  
 
27 Corter, C., Janmohamed, Z., & Pelletier, J. (2012). Toronto First Duty Phase 3 Report. Toronto, ON: Atkinson Centre for Society and 
Child Development, OISE/University of Toronto. 
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/atkinson/UserFiles/File/About_Us/About_Us_What_We_Do_TFD/TFD_Phase3Report.Pdf  

28 Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (2022) Early Help System Guide: A toolkit to assist local strategic partnerships 

responsible for their Early Help System. HM Government. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/628de13be90e071f5f7e1bd2/Early_Help_System_Guide.pdf 

29 HMG (2021). The Best Start for Life – The Early Years Healthy Development Review Report 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/605c572b8fa8f545d23f8a73/Early_Years_Report.pdf  
 
30 Arimura T and Corter C. (2010). School-based integrated early childhood programs: impact on the wellbeing of children and parents. 
Ideas Article, Spring.  
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/265303789_Universal_Schoolbased_Integrated_Early_Childhood_Services_Impact_on_the_Well
-_Being_of_Parents_and_Their_Young_Children  

https://ijic.org/articles/10.5334/ijic.ICIC21141
https://ifs.org.uk/sites/default/files/output_url_files/BN332-The-health-impacts-of-sure-start-1.pdf
https://ifs.org.uk/sites/default/files/2024-04/SS_NPD_Report.pdf
https://www.benevolent.org.au/get-involved/early-years-places-impact-measurement-framework
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a13bc2aaeb62559b9c7b21e/t/5c04da21575d1f312eafb455/1543821953254/Hopwood+CFC+Report+2018.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a13bc2aaeb62559b9c7b21e/t/5c04da21575d1f312eafb455/1543821953254/Hopwood+CFC+Report+2018.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/03004430.2017.1297300
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a13bc2aaeb62559b9c7b21e/t/5c04da21575d1f312eafb455/1543821953254/Hopwood+CFC+Report+2018.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a13bc2aaeb62559b9c7b21e/t/5c04da21575d1f312eafb455/1543821953254/Hopwood+CFC+Report+2018.pdf
https://www.ncoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/NCOSS1005-Mirrung-Impact-Report_web.pdf
https://www.ncoss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/NCOSS1005-Mirrung-Impact-Report_web.pdf
https://ourplace.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/in-principle-assessment-of-the-our-place-approach-and-its-potential-impact.pdf
https://www.communityhubs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Full-report-2023-SROI-National-Community-Hubs-Program.pdf
https://research.acer.edu.au/tll_misc/35/
https://minerva-access.unimelb.edu.au/items/f368b38f-67d4-5716-ab4cfd901f35b742
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/product/community-schools-effective-schoolimprovement-report
https://researchoutput.csu.edu.au/ws/portalfiles/portal/8845093/Wong_2012_Early%20childhood%20professionals.pdf
https://www.communityhubs.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/2017/10/Primary_Schools_as_Community_Hubs_Literature_Review_Jul_12.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/237398286_Toronto_First_Duty_Phase_1_final_report_Evidencebased_understanding_of_integrated_foundations_for_early_childhood
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/237398286_Toronto_First_Duty_Phase_1_final_report_Evidencebased_understanding_of_integrated_foundations_for_early_childhood
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/research/docs/reports/PFLC%20Phase3FinalV2.pdf
http://www.eif.org.uk/report/the-supporting-families-programme-a-rapid-evidence-review
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/265303789_Universal_Schoolbased_Integrated_Early_Childhood_Services_Impact_on_the_Well-_Being_of_Parents_and_Their_Young_Children
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/265303789_Universal_Schoolbased_Integrated_Early_Childhood_Services_Impact_on_the_Well-_Being_of_Parents_and_Their_Young_Children
https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/atkinson/UserFiles/File/About_Us/About_Us_What_We_Do_TFD/TFD_Phase3Report.Pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/628de13be90e071f5f7e1bd2/Early_Help_System_Guide.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/605c572b8fa8f545d23f8a73/Early_Years_Report.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/265303789_Universal_Schoolbased_Integrated_Early_Childhood_Services_Impact_on_the_Well-_Being_of_Parents_and_Their_Young_Children
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/265303789_Universal_Schoolbased_Integrated_Early_Childhood_Services_Impact_on_the_Well-_Being_of_Parents_and_Their_Young_Children


 

        © Social Ventures Australia Limited, 2025 Page 7 

 

31 Brennan, D. (2013). Joining the dots: program and funding options for Integrated Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children’s services. 
SNAICC – National Voice for our Children. https://www.snaicc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/03244.pdf  

32 Inside Policy (2021). Aboriginal Child and Family Centres Program Evaluation Final Report. Prepared by Inside Policy for the NSW 
Department of Communities and Justice. December. https://dcj.nsw.gov.au/documents/community-inclusion/aboriginal-people-families-and-
communities/Aboriginal_Child_and_Family_Centre_Program_Evaluation_2021.pdf  

33 CIRCA (2014). Evaluation of NSW Aboriginal Child and Family Centres. Sydney, NSW: Department of Family and Community Services. 
https://www.circaresearch.com.au/wp-content/uploads/CIRCA-Final-Evaluation-Full-report-Final-for-publication-14-Oct-2015.pdf  
 
34 Deloitte (2024). Community Hubs Australia: Social return on investment evaluation of the National Community Hubs Program, 2023. 
March. https://www.communityhubs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Full-report-2023-SROI-National-Community-Hubs-Program.pdf   
35 TBS (2022). Impact Report: TBS Early Years Places in Queensland, prepared for The Benevolent 
Society by Social Outcomes. https://www.benevolent.org.au/get-involved/early-years-places-impact-measurement-framework 

36 Carnerio, P., Cattan, S., Conti, G., Crawford, C., Farquharson, C. & Ridpath, N. (2025). The short- and medium-term effects of Sure Start 
on children’s outcomes. The Institute for Fiscal Studies. https://ifs.org.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/IFS%20Report.%20The%20short-
%20and%20medium-term%20effects%20of%20Sure%20Start%20on%20children%E2%80%99s%20outcomes.pdf  

https://www.snaicc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/03244.pdf
https://dcj.nsw.gov.au/documents/community-inclusion/aboriginal-people-families-and-communities/Aboriginal_Child_and_Family_Centre_Program_Evaluation_2021.pdf
https://dcj.nsw.gov.au/documents/community-inclusion/aboriginal-people-families-and-communities/Aboriginal_Child_and_Family_Centre_Program_Evaluation_2021.pdf
https://www.circaresearch.com.au/wp-content/uploads/CIRCA-Final-Evaluation-Full-report-Final-for-publication-14-Oct-2015.pdf
https://www.communityhubs.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Full-report-2023-SROI-National-Community-Hubs-Program.pdf
https://www.benevolent.org.au/get-involved/early-years-places-impact-measurement-framework
https://ifs.org.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/IFS%20Report.%20The%20short-%20and%20medium-term%20effects%20of%20Sure%20Start%20on%20children%E2%80%99s%20outcomes.pdf
https://ifs.org.uk/sites/default/files/2025-05/IFS%20Report.%20The%20short-%20and%20medium-term%20effects%20of%20Sure%20Start%20on%20children%E2%80%99s%20outcomes.pdf

